
The Jordan 
 

Great Lent/Pascha 2025 
 

Why do we so impatiently await Pascha, which 
arrives and then, again, departs? Have we not 
already celebrated it, many times, before? This one 
will also arrive and depart. In this present age, there 
is nothing constant: our days pass by like shadows, 
life races by like a runner, and this goes on until we 
reach the end of our present life. One might ask, 
“Should we not rejoice in Pascha?” No, quite the 
contrary, let us rejoice in it even more, but in the 
Pascha that happens every day. What is that Pascha? 
Washing away of sins, compunction of the heart, 
tears of the vigil, a truly clear conscience, 
mortification of…passions, evil desires, and all other 
manner of evil. Whosoever accomplishes all of that 
celebrates Pascha not once a year, but every day. 
 

St. Theodore the Studite 
 

 About a week or so…ago, I had a “church” dream. 
I need not tell you about all of the details of the dream, 
but I feel that a part of the ending is something significant 
to share. 
 I was sitting with a couple of church ladies, while 
we had some type of reception going-on around us. One 
lady asked, “I wonder what people in the neighborhood 
will remember about what is going-on here? …Bible 
Studies, Weeknight Services, people coming-and-going, 
the Bells Ringing at different times, special outdoor 
blessings?” The other lady chimed-in, “Yeah, all these 
extra programs and times! What do people think about all 

this?” And, I responded: “I hope that they remember that 
we had a lot of parties!” 
 Why would I respond in such a manner? I thought 
of All of the Life Events, which Happen Within the 
Church, which could result in having a party! There would 
be Baptisms/Chrismations, Receptions of Converts, 
Marriage Events, Promotions in Holy Orders, End of the 
Year for Church School Children, and so many other 
“Parties.” These were the many Parties, which I happily 
wanted to have remembered! Of course, we would 
include Christmas and Easter Celebrations! Yes, Let 
Joyful Voices be Raised and Songs Be Sung, let 
cookies and cupcakes be baked, and Let the Church 
Bells Be Rung! 
 These Parties mark the Progress and Growth 
within the Church! Yes! Let the Church Bells Be Rung! 
These Events are the Ones which Mark the Growth of 
Holy Church! Without these Events, we can’t mark the 
Continuing of the Church or the Continuing of a Parish. 
 In the Orthodox Church, everyone is involved! 
The Parish gives witness to the Neophytes that the Faith 
is Alive in This Place. When an Inquirer or Visitor comes, 
they see the Faithful Engaged in Prayer and Worship: 
Lighting Candles, Responding to Prayers and Singing, 
Venerating Icons, and Welcoming those Coming through 
Our Doors! 
 When a Catechumen is in Formation, actually, All 
the Parish is a Part of the Formation Team, by the 
Christian Witness which they give. Each Orthodox 
Christian adds to the Instruction Given by the Testimony 
of their Lives…showing to all how important the Lord 
Is in their Own Faith as Believers. 



 And, the Parties…! The Parties in the Church Hall 
demonstrate the Joy We Have for Each in the On-Going 
Growth! As we witness to each other the Washing away 
of sins…(and the) mortification of…all other manner 
of evil…. (We) celebrate Pascha not once a year, but 
every day! (St. Theodore the Studite) 
 Now, Pascha is Coming, Again! Are We Ready 
to Celebrate? Have we used the Season of the Great 
Fast for the Washing away of sins, compunction of 
the heart, tears of the vigil, a truly clear conscience, 
mortification of…passions, evil desires, and all other 
manner of evil? It is Not Too Late! As St. John 
Chrysostom teaches us in His Great Paschal Sermon: 
And he who arrived only at the eleventh hour, let him 
not be afraid by reason of his delay. For the Lord is 
gracious and receives the last even as the first. He 
gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, as 
well as to him that toiled from the first. So, we can, 

still, Turn Ourselves to Our Lord and, then, Let us all 

enter into the joy of the Lord! 
 Our Parish Calendar is Full of Opportunities to 
Come and See! Holy Confession is available after All 
Services; if you would prefer to make Confession prior to 
the Services, please speak with Fr. John to make 
arrangements. Check Our Calendar of Divine Services 
and Search Your Heart to Find Your Way to the Lord and 
Arrive at a Pascha of Great Joy: The Resurrection of 
the Lord!  

Complete Well This Season of Great Lent! 
And, Have a Glorious Pascha! 

 
Christ Is Risen! Indeed, He Is Risen! 

Christos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese! 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

12 April, Lazarus Saturday, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
13 April, Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
16 April, Great Wednesday, Office of the Holy Oil, 

 Holy Anointing at 6:30 PM. 
17 April, Great Thursday, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
18 April, Good Friday, Vespers and Burial at 6:30 PM. 
19 April, Great Saturday, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
20 April, Great and Holy Pascha, Resurrection Matins 

And Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
23 April, Bright Wednesday, Hierarchical  

Great Vespers, 6:30 PM in Paramus, NJ. 
26 April, Bright Saturday, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
27 April, Thomas Sunday, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. 
 

Easter Foods will be Blessed after Liturgy on Holy 
Saturday and Easter Sunday 
 

REMEMBER: YOU ARE VERY WELCOME HERE! Our 
Doors are OPEN FOR YOU. This is YOUR PARISH 
CHURCH! Try to make us a part of YOUR LIFE. If you 
cannot come to Pray and Worship with us, then Pray 
For Us! We are Praying For You!  
 

WE ARE HERE EVERY WEEK!  
As the Lord, Himself, says: COME AND SEE! 

 

+Blessings, Love, and Peace! 
 

Fr. John Holoduek 
 
Acting Rector/Pastor 
Telephone 201-306-3271 
Email  sjbspringvalley@yahoo.com 
Website sjbspringvalley.org  
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