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And we who through His Will have been called in
Jesus Christ are justified, not by ourselves, or
through our wisdom or understanding or godliness,
or the works that we have done in holiness of heart,
but by faith, by which all men from the beginning
have been justified by God Almighty, to Whom be
glory world without end. Amen.

St. Clement to the Corinthians XXXII

| have been at wits end, trying to come-up with
some inspiration for my message to our extended Parish
Family. Then Bro. John offered Talent, Time, and
Treasure! YES, a message of Stewardship! That is
exactly what we need in this Summertime Message!

Parishioners of St. John’s, who have been close to
the Spring Valley Parish since October 2022, know of the
difficulties concerning the Church’s Rectory. Basically, the
Rectory was unusable.... The List of the Rectory’s
Needs was very long and had been submitted to the
Diocese. And, we had many Clean-Outs and Deep
Cleanings undertaken for the Rectory.

Although much work has already been
accomplished in the Church, there are some important
items still to be completed, including work around the
Chimney and, then, Sealing the Roof around it, as well as
some work to be done in the Parish Hall.

Archbishop Michael, with His Insights into the
Importance of the Situation, has taken leadership in this
need and instituted Operation: Spring Valley. Securing
a Contractor...a specialist in renovation and rebuilding
residences in the area...he will be coordinating
Volunteers from across the Diocese of New York and
New Jersey, who will come together on Two Saturdays,
2 August and 9 August, beginning at 9:00 AM, to help
begin many particular projects...working on the renovation
needs of St. John’s Rectory. Our Contractor is also very
familiar with Our Parish.

TALENT AND TIME: On the Diocesan Website, the
Archbishop’s Call to Service...Operation: Spring Valley
has gone across the Diocese
https://nynjoca.org/news 250627 1.html.

Some Planned Tasks Listed on the Website are:
Washing and Painting Walls and Ceilings
Repairing/Replacing Window and Door Frames
Cleaning and Resurfacing Floors

Caulking and Sealing Surfaces

General Cleanup Inside and Outside Both Church
and Rectory

Possibly Chimney Repair on the Church Roof

e Other small repair and maintenance tasks.

Of course, the Contractor will supervise the
individual work assigned, according to the skill-set of
the Volunteers.

Over my time with the People of St. John the
Baptist, Spring Valley, | have heard of many wonderful
acts, as St. Clement termed it: works that we have
done in holiness of heart. | have learned of Albums
produced by St. John’s Choirs, of individuals who were
professionally involved in the construction/expansion of


https://nynjoca.org/news_250627_1.html

Our Church Building and Iconostas, and of parishioners
who taught in our Sunday School. All of these, and more,
are very well noted. Yet, St. John the Baptist Church is,
now, in the current situation at which we find ourselves.
But Our People are now dispersed across the Country,
many of those who live near to us no longer attend here
or visit only occasionally, and many of Our People have
grown into Senior Status (Thanks Be To God).

Yet there is something that still keeps us attached
to St. John the Baptist, Spring Valley. And now, we are
seeing People who are New to St. John’s (Glory to God)
and sitting in our pews. One Inquirer is about to leave us
to serve in the US Military (we pray for his safety and
bless him for his willingness to serve). We have an
Inquirer who is now moving into the Catechumenate. We
have a Family moving into Our Parish, which will
continue to bring growth to Our Church. We have a New
Parishioner, already Orthodox, a Walk-Up to Our Church
(sometimes a ride-up with a Bicycle), who is now a
regular Communicant. | pray to God that this is Only the
Beginning of New Growth and Vitality at St. John’s. But
We Also Need the Possible Return of Our People from
(what | call) the Green Area around our Parish...Families
of St. John’s who are Members of Our Foundational
Family. We see some of these Families at Pascha and
Christmas, Those of the Extended Community. These are
the People Who Bring the Stories of Our Parish; We look
to Welcome These Story-Bearers back to a fuller
participation in the Life of Our Church.

And we who through His Will have been called
in Jesus Christ are justified, not by ourselves...but
by faith.... Here is the Important Issue! By the Grace
of God, We have been Called in Jesus Christ to the Faith

as Orthodox Christians. This is a Glorious Calling! It is
Not a Calling to be Disregarded! It is Not a Calling
that Can Be Simply Put Aside.

TREASURE: And now, we have Operation:
Spring Valley! https://nynjoca.org/news 250627 1.html
You respond to me: Father, I’'m not in a situation...where
I can wash and paint walls or refinish floors, anymore.

Yet, there is work to be done by supporting the
effort! Some of Us Speak to Our Brethren after Services or
by Telephone. Pass Along a Good Word of Support for
this Project, encouraging Our Families and Friends!

Give Financial Support to Operation: Spring
Valley through the Diocese. The Diocese is seeking
financial donations fo help cover the cost of materials
and professional labor. Your contributions, no matter the
size, will make a meaningful impact. Checks may be
made payable to the...Diocese of New York and New
Jersey (Memo: Spring Valley) and Mail to: Archpriest
Gary Breton, Dean, c/o Holy Annunciation Church, 360
Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. There is also a
GoFundMe set-up through the Website.

REMEMBER: YOU ARE VERY WELCOME HERE:
Our Doors are OPEN FOR YOU. This is YOUR PARISH
CHURCH! Try to make us a part of YOUR LIFE. If you
cannot come to Pray and Worship with us, then Pray For
Us! We are Praying For Youl!

WE ARE HERE EVERY WEEK!
As the Lord, Himself, says: COME AND SEE!

+Blessings, Love, and Peace!

Fadher John Holoduwek
Acting Rector/Pastor (201) 306-3271
Parish Website: sjbspringvalley.org
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