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This is the Day of Resurrection. Let us be illumined, 
O people. Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord. For from 
death to life and from earth to heaven has Christ our 
God led us, as we sing the song of victory. Christ is 
risen from the dead! Let us purify our senses and we 
shall see Christ shining in the unapproachable light 
of His resurrection. We shall clearly hear Him say: 
Rejoice, as we sing the song of victory. Christ is 
risen from the dead! Let the heavens be glad, and let 
the earth rejoice. Let the whole world, visible and 
invisible, keep the feast. For Christ is risen, our 
eternal joy. Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 
down death by death, and upon those in the tombs 
bestowing life! 

From Ode 1 of Resurrection Matins 
 
 The Parish walked through Holy Week, as best as 
it could, towards a Great and Jubilant Pascha! And, 
Truly the Church is Jubilant in Pascha! We heard the 
Messages of Pascha in our familiar Tones of the Easter 
Odes of Paschal Matins and in the Divine Liturgy! Christ 
is risen from the dead, trampling down death by 
death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
 Let us be illumined, O People! Now is the Time 
of Our Illumination! Pascha is Not Over!  Yes, the Great 
Fast has passed! We have rejoiced! Our Easter Baskets 
have been blessed…We have celebrated with the eating 
of our favorite Easter Delicacies. Our Pascha Breads are 
buttered, maybe on both sides! We have greeted our 

family and friends with hearty embraces and a joyful 
Christ Is Risen…Christos Voskrese! Then, Let the 
Church Bells Be Rung! 
 Let us be illumined, O People! Yes, this is the 
Time for Illumination! We need to open our hearts and 
minds for Illumination!  
 Prior the Proclamation of the Gospel, the Priest 
Prays (I always pray this AUDIBLY): 
 

Illumine our hearts, O Master who loves 
mankind, with the pure light of Thy divine 
knowledge, and open the eyes of our mind to 
the understanding of Thy gospel teachings… 
that trampling down all carnal desires, we may 
enter upon a spiritual manner of living, both 
thinking and doing such things that are 
pleasing to Thee…. 

 

 Our Church’s, and Truly Our Lord’s, Invitation to 
Come and See (John 1:39) remains…to Our Parish 
Church and Every Orthodox Church. Our Parish will 
continue in Our Celebration of the Pascha of the Lord! 
 And, There is a Place for You, and for All of Good 
Will at the Table of the Lord! In the Orthodox Church, 
everyone is involved! The Parish gives witness to the 
Newcomers that the Faith is Alive in This Place. When an 
Inquirer or Visitor comes, they see the Faithful Engaged 
in Prayer and Worship, Lighting Candles, Responding to 
Prayers and Singing, Venerating Icons, and Welcoming 
those Coming through Our Doors! 
 Our Next Joyous Extraordinary Occasion will be 
the Annual Visitation of Our Archbishop Michael on 
Our Parish Feastday, the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, on Tuesday, 24 June 2025. We will join the 



Archbishop at the Celebration of the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy (Bishop received at 9:00 AM and Liturgy 
at 9:30 AM). Liturgy will be followed by a Luncheon at 
Aqua Terra Grille, 420 North Middletown Road, Pearl 
River, New York. Although this will be during the 
Apostles’ Fast, we will have entrée selections of Two 
Fish/Seafood Offerings, as well as a Vegetarian Dish. 
Since, Wine will be permitted on that Feastday, Wine will 
be optionally available. 
 An RSVP for the Luncheon would be welcomed. 
There will be No Charge for the Luncheon, although 
Donations for the Luncheon will be gratefully 
accepted. Of course, Everyone will be Joyfully 
Welcomed…Newcomers, Inquirers, Visitors, Faithful and 
Long-Standing Parishioners…both to the Hierarchical 
Liturgy and the Luncheon. 
 We have included Our Annual Mothers’ Day 
Remembrance Envelopes. Return these with your 
commemorations: Grandmothers, Mothers, Godmothers, 
and Aunts, Please return these promptly, with or without 
Donations. These remembrances will be commemorated 
at the Sunday Divine Liturgy, 11 May 2025 and on  
Sunday, 18 May 2025.  
 Our Parish Calendar is Full of Opportunities to 
Come and See! Holy Confession is available after All 
Services; if you would prefer to make Confession prior to 
the Services, please speak with Fr. John to make 
arrangements. Check Our Calendar of Divine Services 
and Search Your Heart to Find Your Way to the Lord! 
 

Christ Is Risen! Indeed, He Is Risen! 
Christos Voskrese! Voistinnu Voskrese! 

 

 The Conclusion of the Paschal Season comes 
with the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord,  
celebrated, Thursday, 29 May 2025.  

The Feast of Holy Pentecost is 8 June 2025, 
and the Sunday Vespers celebrated immediately 
following the Divine Liturgy…with the Solemn Kneeling 
Prayers. These Kneeling Prayers include Our 
Remembrance of Our Beloved Deceased.  
There are Three Specific Prayers that are recited while 
the assembled is kneeling. These prayers focus on 
specific themes related to the Event of Pentecost and the 
Work of the Holy Spirit. The First Prayer addresses God 
the Father, the Second Prayer addresses Christ, and the 
Third is a More Extensive Prayer focusing on Life, Death, 
and the Coming Judgement. Join Us for this Special 
Solemn Occasion! 
 

REMEMBER: YOU ARE VERY WELCOME HERE! Our 
Doors are OPEN FOR YOU. This is YOUR PARISH 
CHURCH! Try to make us a part of YOUR LIFE. If you 
cannot come to Pray and Worship with us, then Pray 
For Us! We are Praying For You!  
 

WE ARE HERE EVERY WEEK!  
As the Lord, Himself, says: COME AND SEE! 

 

+Blessings, Love, and Peace! 
 

Fr. John Holoduek 

 
Acting Rector/Pastor 
Telephone 201-306-3271 
Email  sjbspringvalley@yahoo.com 
Website sjbspringvalley.org   
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